
An Abominable Business
The Van Wickle Slave Ring of East Brunswick, 

Middlesex County, New Jersey

© Old Bridge Village Heritage Center



Part I



The Match that Lit the Torch
A Runaway boy from Philadelphia uncovered a 
“Nefarious  Business”

Contemporary ad – original not located



Philadelphia Paper Reports Incident – Editorial 
Receives Wide Notice

May 22, 1818
Richard Bache 
was the son-in-
law of Benjamin 
Franklin



1775 – 4,500 slaves in New Jersey   7.5% of the population

Governor  Livingston,  1778:    “[Slavery]  is  utterly  inconsistent  with  the  principles  of  
Christianity and humanity:  and in Americans, who have almost idolized liberty, 
peculiarly  odious  and  disgraceful.”

1790 – 11,423 slaves in New Jersey  6.2% of the population

1798  Law:    “That  from  and  after  the  passing  of  this  Act,  is  shall  not  be  lawful  for  any  
person…to  bring  into  this  State,  either  for  sale  or  for  servitude,  any  negro  whatsoever.”

1802 – Petition submitted to the Assembly for the gradual abolition of slavery in New 
Jersey.  Debated for two years and passed into law.  Children born to enslaved mothers 
after July 4, 1804, would serve mandatory apprenticeship to the owner until the age of 
maturity; for women, age 21 – for men, age 25.  The person could be bought or sold. 

1800 – 12,422 slaves; 5.9% 1810 – 10,860 slaves; 4.5%      1820 – 7,557 slaves; 2.1%

1812 – Law enacted forbidding the removal of slaves & apprentices out-of-state without 
their direct assent and the approval of the mother in the case of children. 

1860 – 18 slaves remaining in New Jersey!



Slavery in New Jersey – Local Example



The 1807 ban on the African Slave Trade 
fostered intense demand for enslaved people 
as new territories and states opened in the 
South.  Removal of American Indian tribes, 
plus the invention of the Cotton Gin, led to a 
huge demand for cheap manual labor as new 
lands were opened for agriculture.



Part II



Judge Jacob Van Wickle, 
February 1841

The Van Wickle Slave Ring
Judge Jacob Van Wickle – Ringleader of the Most 
Notorious Kidnapping Ring in New Jersey 



Jacob Van Wickle & Charles Morgan

Charles Morgan
(1775-1848)

Hyacinth Allain
(1784-1874)

Adele Morgan
(1810-1839)

Stephen Van 
Wickle

(1798-1878)

Margaret Sophia 
Van Wickle
(1793-1816)

Obadiah Herbert
(1775-1856)



Middlesex County
1850



From Old Bridge to South Amboy; Van Wickle - Morgan



The Slave Ring

Charles Morgan leaves Louisiana with $45,000 to purchase slaves

Judge  Van  Wickle’s  22  year-old son, Nicholas becomes the purchaser and appears 
before  his  father’s  court  for  the  mandatory  judicial  requirement  of  the  individual’s  
consent.

Numerous operatives spread out across New Jersey, to New York and to 
Pennsylvania to find, and if necessary, kidnap individuals for the Slave Ring.  In 
June, 16 individuals were indicted for their participation in the operation.  

Ultimately,  three  groups  of  African  Americans  are  kept  at  Judge  Van  Wickle’s  farm  
in  Old  Bridge  Village.    The  first  set  of  “hearings”  are  held  in  February  and  March,  
1818.  

There is no general notice of these activities until May.



Examination at the Old Bridge Tavern
Judges Jacob Van Wickle & John Outcalt presiding



2071818 NVW Peter 15

2111818 Free Simon

2111818 Free Coven,Margaret

2121818 NVW Sarah* 21 Dianna 7 mo.

2261818 NVW Rachel* 22 Regina 6 wks.

2261818 NVW Hager* 29 Roda, Mary, Augustus 14, 2, 4

2261818 NVW Florah* 23 Susan 7 mo.

2271818 NVW Harvey (Harry) 14

2271818 NVW James 21

2271818 NVW Elmirah 14

2271818 NVW George 16

2271818 NVW Watt, Susan 35

2271818 NVW Moses 16

3091818 NVW Lidia 18

3091818 NVW Betty 22

3091818 NVW Pat (f) 22

3091818 NVW Bass (m) 19

3091818 NVW Christeen* 27 Diannah, Dorcas 9, 1

3091818 NVW Claresse* 22 Hercules 2

3101818 NVW Lidia* 22 Harriett Jane 3

15 adults, 6 teenagers, 9 children   Total 30       See arrival in New Orleans for discrepancy. 

No age listed, a servant of Gen. James Morgan

Date of 
departure





“On  February  10,  James  Brown  of  Middlesex  County  
Borough brought before us, Jacob Van Wickle and John 
Outcalt,  two  of  the  Judges  of  he  Court  of  Common  Pleas…  
his female servant  named Harriet, aged three years, four 
months and twenty-eight days, child of Lidia, and on the 
26th day  of  February…Nicholas  Van  Wickle…brought  before  
us…his  female  child  named  Susan,  aged  seven  months  child  
of Flora; and Mary aged 2 years and Augustus, a male child 
aged 4 years and the said Mary and Augustus, children of 
Hager and Rosinah aged 6 weeks, child of Rachel – and the 
12th day of February, Dianah aged 7 months, child of Sarah 
and on the 9th day of March, Hercules a male child of 
Clarissa, aged 2 years 10 months and 7 days – and Dianah 
aged 9 years and Dorcas aged 1 year, children of Christeen –
all of which children above named as far as they could 
answer being with their respective mothers by us privately 
examined, separate and apart from their said masters, 
declared their willingness and the said respective mothers 
declared their desire that they and their children should 
with them remove and go out of this State to Point Coupee 
in the State of Louisiana and there to serve Charles Morgan 
and  Nicholas  Van  Wickle.”





New Orleans Chronicle, July 14, 1818

36 
individuals

Children’s  
names do 
not match. 
Example:
Dianah & 
Dorcas, 
daughters 
of Hager, 
are not 
listed.  Did 
they die 
enroute to 
New 
Orleans?

Arrival in New Orleans
Early May, 1818
Almost a two month passage



A sloop

Arrivals of American 
Slaves to the Port of 
New Orleans as of 
July 14, 1818

A brig



Morganza at Pointe Coupee
Sugar Cane along the Mississippi



3281818 NVW Leta 21

3281818 NVW Dorcus 16

3311818 NVW
Sam 

Johnson 32

3311818 NVW Margaret 21

4221818 NVW Jane 25 John 4 yr.

4221818 NVW
Davis, 
Mary 23

4221818 NVW Philis 25 Charles 1 yr.

4221818 NVW Jack 16

4221818 NVW Harvey 22

4221818 NVW Elizer (f) 19

4221818 NVW Frank 21

4221818 NVW Hester 18

4221818 LC Peter 21

4221818 NVW Silvey (f) 30 Jacob 18 mo.

4291818 LC Betsey 22

4291818
Garret 
Story Jonas 16 servant

4291818 PFH Sam 16

4291818 LC William 22

5151818 NVW Henry 21

5151818 NVW Amey 22

5151818 PFH Juda (f) 26 Samuel 2 yr. 

5151818 LC James 22

5201818 PFH Sam 32

5201818 LC George 18

5201818 LC Hannah 16

5211818 DFL Nancy 22 son 2 days

5221818
Sml 

Gordon Peter 17 servant

5231818 LC Hannah 14

5231818 LC Jack 21

Second Group – Sold to Charles Morgan

Date of 
departure

When the 
Philadelphia 
runaway was 
rescued



Petite Anse – John 
Craig Marsh

Sugar Plantations – Worst Type of Field Work



John Craig Marsh & Petite Anse (Avery Island)

1810

John Craig Marsh, photograph (ca. 1855)



10061818 LC George 35 To New Iberia, LA to serve William Stone

10061818 LC Cain 22 To New Iberia, LA to serve William Stone

10061818 LC Frank 21 To New Iberia, LA to serve William Stone

10151818 LC Jack 22 [To New Iberia] LA

10151818 LC Lewis 22 To New Iberia, LA

10151818 LC Elijah 31 To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

10151818 LC Mary 27 To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

10151818 LC Law 21 servant To Allen Reynolds, MS, as a servant for 6 years.

10151818 LC Phebe 21 To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

10151818
Lewis 

Abrams Susan 23 To Palmira, MS; to serve Allen Reynolds

10211818 LC Charles 43 To New Iberia, LA

10211818 LC Petes (f) 14 To New Iberia, LA to serve William Stone

10211818
Lewis 

Abrams Jane 23 To New Iberia, LA to serve William Stone

Third Group – Sent to Petite Anse Sugar Plantation 



The following individuals were recorded as purchased by Wm. Stone, of New Jersey, acting as agent for Charles
Marsh of Petite Anse. Four additional people were acquired by Charles Marsh from the NY/NJ area in 1822.
By 1826, his plantation at Petite Anse had 29 slaves, almost all of whom came from New Jersey and New York.
(Italic – indentured servants sold into slavery in LA)

Ann Moore, indentured servant from NY, acquired by Stone 8/28/1818    
Susan Jackson, ditto
Eliza Thompson, ditto
Betsy Carpenter, ditto
Mary Harris, ditto
Margaret Boss, ditto, 9/22/1818
Joseph Hendrickson, possibly of NJ, 10/23/1818
Robert Cook, indentured servant from NY, 1818
William McClane, ditto, 2/22/1818
George, 16; from Martha Phillips, Sussex Co., NJ to Charles Marsh, 7/18/1818
Hannah;  from  Abraham  Van  Cleve  to  Wm.  Rayburg  (Stone’s  agent)

Han, 21; from John Pettit, Sussex Co., NJ  to Lewis Compton 7/29/1818
Will, 21; ditto
Samuel Jackson, 18; from Josiah Hornblower, Bergen Co., NJ to Wm. Stone 7/28/1818
Frank, 21; Middlesex Co., NJ to Wm. Stone, 10/6/1818 [VanWickle 10/6/1818]
Lewis, 22; Daniel P. Polhemus, Middlesex Co., NJ to Lewis Compton 10/12/1818 to Wm. Stone  10/22/1818  [Van Wickle 10/15/1818]
Jack, 22; Joseph Scott, Essex Co., NJ to Lewis Compton 10/15/1818 to Wm. Stone 10/22/1818   [VanWickle 10/15/1818]
Susan, 23; Lewis Abrams, Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone 10/16/1818   [Van Wickle 10/15/1818]
Cain, 22; from John G. Smock, Middlesex Co., NJ to Wm. Stone 10/16/1818 [Van Wickle 10/6/1818]
Jane, 23; Lewis Abrams, Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone 10/21/1818   [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]
Peter; Middlesex Co., NJ to William Stone
George, 35; Lewis Compton  [Van Wickle 10/6/1818]
Charles, 43;  Lewis Compton  [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]
Petes (female), 14; Lewis Compton  [Van Wickle 10/21/1818]



Public Outrage Leads to 
Efforts to End Kidnapping



May 16 Philadelphia runaway boy retrieved from Judge Van Wickle’s farm
May 22 First public notice of Van Wickle’s slave ring appears in Philadelphia paper & reprinted
May 25 Second group of victims are taken to South Amboy and board the sloop, Thorn
June 1 Trenton Federalist updates the Kidnapping Ring situation with names and further details
June 2 Judge Van Wickle subpoenaed in State vs. Peter F. Hendry 
June 2 Grand Jury indictments against Charles Morgan & Nicholas Van Wickle and other accomplices
June 9 New Brunswick Fredonian reports Van Wickle ill over controversyJune
June 24     Lewis Compton caught trying to export four New Jersey slaves illegally
June 29 New Jersey papers reprint New Orleans article of May 10th

July 10 Second group arrives at New Orleans  34 people were processed by Van Wickle; 30 arrive
July 14 New Orleans paper:  Charles Morgan protests his innocence against kidnapping accusation
July 18 – 29 Compton buys servant contracts in New York and keeps them at Van Wickle’s – no judicial 

review required
July 30 Lewis Compton reported in paper as arrested for trying to send slaves & servants out of state
July 30 Court in Elizabeth, NJ finds Compton & associates guilty
July 30 First meeting of the Middlesex County Association for the Prevention of Kidnapping, held in Rahway
August 1 Compton & associates ship 39 additional victims 
August 3 Trenton Federalist reports on Eliabeth court of July 30
August 6 New Brunswick Fredonian briefly reports on case against Capt. Lee in the New Orleans matter
August 6 New  Brunswick  Times  reprints  Morgan’s  letter  which  stated  he  relied  on  Stockton’s  &  Deare’s advice
August 10 Second meeting of the Association for the Prevention of Kidnapping, held in New Brunswick
August 10 Trenton Federalist reports on July 14 New Orleans account of numerous interstate slave ship arrivals
August 13 New Brunswick Fredonian runs Van Wickle’s rebuttal with supporting affidavits
August 20 New  Brunswick  Times  prints  rebuttal  editorial  against  Morgan’s  letter
August 27 New Brunswick Times prints rebuttal letters from Stockton & Deare against  Morgan’s  assertions

Timeline



September Middlesex County Court:  Compton posts surety money for his future court appearance
Sept. 3 New Brunswick Times prints front page editorial to support efforts to suppress kidnapping
Sept. 7 Trenton True American reports that Van Wickle is  “so  sick”  over  the  matter
Sept. 18 Middlesex County Court:  Judge Van Wickle misses the entire Quarterly Session 
Sept. 18 Middlesex County Court:  James & Elsey Morgan & others are subpoenaed
Oct. 6 – 22   Third group of African Americans processed by Judge Van Wickle for Compton (agent for Marsh)
Oct. 25 Compton and associates attempt to take victims through Pennsylvania by land and are arrested
Oct. 27 1st sitting of 43rd New Jersey General Assembly; Middlesex County petition reported
Oct. 29-31 Additional petitions received from Middlesex, Somerset & Essex county groups
Oct. 31 An Act to Prohibit the Exportation of Slaves or Servants of Color out of New Jersey is introduced
Nov. 3 Bill is taken up, amended and voted on.  It passes unanimously.
Nov. 5 New Jersey Assembly petitions Congress to end the illegal interstate slave trade
Nov. 5 United States government sells Africans taken from an illegal slave traders from the coast of Africa



Subpoena issued to Jacob Van Wickle 



To the Council and General Assembly of the State of 
New Jersey –

The Subscribers, Inhabitants of the County of Middlesex, beg 
leave respectfully to call the attention of the Legislature to the 
condition of the People of Colour, Inhabitants of this State and 
to a Revision of the Laws enacted for their protection & gradual 
Emancipation from Slavery.  By and act of the Legislature 
passed the 15th February 1804 it is enacted that every Child 
born of a Slave within this State after the fourth Day of July 
thence next Shall be free, but Subject to Service for a limited 
time as an apprentice –

A time however has arrived, never contemplated by the people 
of this State when the restraints imposed by the Legislature are 
insufficient to guard against the proceeding of persons whose 
thirst for Gain disregards the Laws of God and Man.

The High price of produce of the Southern States - The 
prohibition by the United States of the Slave Trade from Africa 
– The great Amount a human being will sell for in the publick 
markets of the South – has produced a slave Trade within the 
United States now in operation to an Extent which no one 
would have believed could exist in a Country boasting of its 
civic & Religious Liberty from this State without including those 
taken away by land and clandestinely -

Outrage leads to 
new law



Part III



Family Connections –
Survival, Continuity & Family Roots

Written Records

DNA

Oral Tradition



Petite Anse – now Avery Island

Extensive study of the enslaved population of Petite Anse, published in Sweet 
Chariot by Ann Patton Malone, 1992.

“Some  of  the  laborers  brought  to  Petite  Anse from New Jersey and New 
York…founded  major  kinship  groups  with  lines  extending  until  1860,  [generally  
resulting with unions of nonmigration slaves.”

• Peter bought as a boy age 11 or 12 in NJ in 1818
• Living alone at age 21 in 1826
• In 1827, married 18 year old, Mary, bought from a New Orleans slave dealer
• By 1836, they had five children: John, Mary, Ann, Jerry, Margaret & Peter, Jr. 
• 1854, the household consisted of the family, plus three more children, Henrietta, 

Dave and Jane, and a two-year old grandchild, Catherine, the daughter of Mary 
Ann.

• 1860, Peter & Milly recorded as a married couple, with most of their children 
and their respective spouses, listed directly after them.  By this time, the 
grandfather  was  called  “Old  Pete”,  aged  about  54.



Census Records
1870 was the First Census to Fully Record African Americans in the South





DNA – a New Tool for Finding Ancestors & Relatives
Unique Population Markers:  Malagasy & New Jersey Native American

TL Dixon has a cousin 
in LA with both 
Malagasy & Native 
American Ancestry 
matching  back to NJ-
NY area.  His relative 
lives in Vermillion 
Parish, next to Avery 
Island.  

Teresa Vega is a professional 
genealogist of varied 
descent, including slaves 
brought to America from 
Madagascar.  Her DNA test 
revealed a family member 
from Mississippi, related 
within the last 125 years. 

Rhoda Johnson. 



Oral History

Outreach to individuals & groups in Louisiana and 
the South to discover family oral traditions, in the 

spirit  of  Alex  Haley’s  Roots



The Stain of Slavery Remains as Long as we Ignore or 
Conveniently Forget how the Wanton Acts of Aggression on 

Individuals, Families & Communities Impacted the United States

Human Trafficking still Exists

Education, Enlightenment & Engagement 
are the Keys to Building a Better Society.



The Van Wickle Slave Ring story has led to the Van Wickle Project –
to find descendants of those ensnared by Van Wickle & his cohorts for the 

purpose of establishing family connections throughout the nation.   

Primary Documents – DNA – Oral History

The Van Wickle Project is an important component of the 
Old Bridge Village Heritage Center, 

proposed for the former Alice Appleby DeVoe Library, East Brunswick.

Lessons from the past guide us for the future.

Appleby Home – ca. 1820
166 Main Street
Old Bridge National Historic District
East Brunswick, NJ



Thank You.


